
Family
Focus

THE HOME:  
A 1950’s, four bedroom,  
semi-detached house, Co. Wicklow

WHO LIVES HERE?  
Fiona, Ross and their two 
young children

W hen Fiona and husband, 
Ross moved into their 
home last year a kitchen 

renovation was top of the ‘to-do’ list.
With the help of Noel Dempsey Design 
they chose to completely renovate and 
extended the existing space into a large, 
bright, open plan living space.

Working with David Fiona selected a 
hand painted style as she liked the idea 
of having the option to repaint it further 
down the line.

She said:“We spent a long time looking
around and it wasn’t until we saw an ad 
for Noel Dempsey Design that we realised 
that was what we wanted. I wanted a 
timeless style that wouldn’t date but 
could be easily refreshed. 

“David was a fantastic help and it 
was great to have him as a point of 
contact and reassurance. For example, 
I had it in my head that I wanted a really 
large island but when it first went in it 
looked absolutely massive and I began 
to doubt myself. David assured me 
I should wait and see how it looked 
when everything else was in place and 
he was right, it’s exactly the right size 
for holding everything and just what I 
had imagined.”
The large island was essential to Fiona’s 
requirements and for taking the stress 
of busy family life.

I wanted a timeless style that wouldn’t date 
but could be easily refreshed.
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“I wanted the island for the handiness 
of having breakfast at it in the mornings, 
though it’s ended up now that we rarely 
sit at the table. We had 80 people round 
for a 60th birthday party recently and I 
was able to serve absolutely everything 
off the island. I’d be lost without it.”
The island also houses the bin system 
and a large Belfast double sink.

“ I knew I wanted two big sinks.  
We cook in the house at least five nights 
a week and entertain a lot. The large 
sink makes life so much easier when 
it comes to washing up. 

“We did an extension to our old house 
and I learnt a lot from it, it was handy 
to be able to apply that knowledge 
to what we wanted this time around,” 
explains Fiona.

David advised the couple on appliances 
and both Fiona and Ross were of the 
mind set that they wanted high-quality 
items that would stand the test of time. 
A large American fridge-freezer and 
Britannia range cooker were a must as 
was the food waste system.

“ Ross and myself are big into 
recycling,” says Fiona. “We’ve solar 
panels on the house and so we wanted a 
good bin system. David also suggested 
the presses for storage and they’re 
perfect for storing occasional items 
such as my large roasting tin.”
The window seat takes in views of the 
garden and although Fiona had originally 
intended to cover it she decided it was 
more child friendly to leave it for the 
time being.

“Our kids are two and four, they 
love the window seat and are always 
clambering over it. It’s a great space 
for them to sit at and colour in while I’m 
cooking so in the end it didn’t make 
sense to put a cushion on it.

“Likewise, I love that the kitchen takes 
in so much of the garden. The kids can 
run around like mad things out there 
thinking they’ve got freedom while I can 
still watch their every move!”

The finished kitchen maintains a 
sophisticated appeal while still being 
child friendly and practical. Fiona said:

“We’re a busy, active family. We 
needed a kitchen that could stand up 
to the daily abuse and still look well 
and that’s exactly what we’ve got.”

I wanted the island for the 
handiness of having breakfast 
at it in the mornings, though 

it’s ended up now that we 
rarely sit at the table.
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THE DESIGNER
DAVID DEMPSEY

“Fiona and Ross wanted a timeless kitchen 
suitable for busy family life.

The initial brief was for a painted style kitchen 
with a simple design as Fiona liked that the hand 
painted style offered the option of repainting. 
They also wanted a large island to be the focal 
point in the room so we decided that our Plain 
English Collection ticked all the boxes. The 
design is a contemporary style with a traditional 
twist.”

Key Info
A Suffolk kitchen from the Plain English Collection

Vortium worktop from Miller Bros.

Britannia range cooker

Freestanding, American-style, Fisher & Paykel 
fridge-freezer

David Dempsey from Noel Dempsey Kitchen & Bedroom Design 
Charvey Business Park, Rathnew, County Wicklow
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