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Modern 
Magic

The home: A modern, new build in Rathfarnham
Who lives here? Jeanette and Steven and their three children
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J
eanette and Steven’s new build home is 
striking in design. Very contemporary, 
with an open plan layout throughout 
they then wanted a kitchen that would 
make a real style statement to be in 

keeping with the rest of the house.
Jeanette spent some time researching kitchen 

designs and styles and so had a good idea in her 
head of what she wanted.

Coming from a house that had been much more 
traditional with a cream, handpainted, cottage 
style kitchen this time around Jeanette and 
Stephen wanted something more modern.

“I’d browsed through magazines and had a 
search online so I knew I wanted walnut with grey 
gloss cabinetry to break it up a bit and give it that 
real fresh look,” Jeanette explained.

They met with several kitchen companies but 
Noel Dempsey Kitchen and Bedroom Design and 
designer David stood out to the couple.

“What I loved about Noel Dempsey was that in 
addition to the kitchen they were also able to do 
our wardrobes in the house and the utility room.

“Lots of other companies could do the utility 
room but their suggestions were all for something 
very standard whereas David came back with a 
design that was a utility and boot room in one 
and had the same wooden elements as the main 
kitchen. I loved that this meant the house would 
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The gas hob sits 
in the island and 
is positioned 
so the person 
is cooking 
outwards 
towards the 
dining area
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have a real continuity - something that I think 
is very important when you have an open-plan 
scheme.”

An exposed brick, central wall runs throughout 
the house and this, with the couple’s choice of 
kitchen helps to give the room a very unique 
appeal. Thoroughly contemporary yet the paint-
dipped island stools and metal lights also mean it 
has slight industrial and retro touches.

“We’ve had a few friends comment that it’s 
slightly Mad Men,” Jeanette said. “I like that it has 
the different elements to it as it makes it more 
personal and original.”

The Next125 cabinetry gives the rooms a very 
streamline appearance and Jeanette loves how 
easy it is to maintain.

“We’ve three kids under nine so there are always 
sticky handprints but this is a delight; one quick 
wipe with a cloth and everything is gleaming again.”

Beyond the dining area bi-fold walnut doors 
open into the family’s cinema room meaning it is 
a very sociable space and great for entertaining.

With this in mind the gas hob sits in the island 
and is positioned so the person is cooking 
outwards towards the dining area while a mirror 
along the back wall not only reflects the light but 
also means eye contact can be maintained if that 
counter space is being used for food or drink 
preparation.

With the exception of the under-island wine 
chiller all the AEG appliances are housed in the 
bank of cabinetry, keeping the linear look to the 
scheme and meaning the kitchen is very easy to 
manoeuvre around.

“We absolutely love the whole house but the 
kitchen really stands out,” said Jeanette. “I think 
because it’s so bright and airy we feel very happy 
when we’re in it.”

THE DESIGNER
David Dempsey

“The client wanted a clean, contemporary 
design for the open plan kitchen/dining 
area in their new build home. They were 
keen to achieve a continuity between 
the kitchen scheme and the rest of the 
house so we brought the walnut elements 
through into the utility room and also 
designed wardrobes for the bedrooms. 
The lacquered cabinetry maximised the 
impact of the natural light and the overall 
scheme is very fresh and modern.”

Noel Dempsey Kitchen & 
Bedroom Design
Charvey Business Park, 
Rathnew, County Wicklow 
T: 0404 64548 
noeldempsey.com

KEY INFO
•  A Next125 kitchen from Noel Dempsey 

Kitchen and Bedroom Design
•  Lacquered grey with walnut 

veneered detail
•  Appliances all AEG
•  Lights from Hicken Lighting


